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The furor over the establlBhmeht of a New International information 
Order has lined up the jburrialistG of the world in tWo cajnps— the Western 
style journalists who advocate a laissez-3feire policy for the gathering 
and dissemination of information and the Second and Third World journal- 
ists who feel the aeed to have Vcurying amounts of government input ia the 
news reporting prbces&i . ' 

Development journall&m or developmeSt communication is a concept at 
the heart of this new information order. It appeajqs that both the pro- 
ponents and the critics of the establishment of this "new" kind of jour- 
nalism are not always clear about the concept's meaning or method of appli 
cation in any particular setting. . ^" ^ 

^ ' Because there is so much fear a/id suspicion concerning the motives ^ 
involved in the use of development' journalism, the discussion of the topic 

olfteri disintegrates Into an "exchange of inf laminatdry rhetoric. The Second 

, - ' ' ■? 

>arid Third World countries claim that the Western journalists are brily pyo- 

- - '- : _ ' - ,i 

tecting their own capitalistic interests in the news markets of the world 

when they attack .development journalisings "government say-so -Journalism." 

On the other hand, representatives of major Western newspapers, wire ser- 

vices and organizations of journalists fear that the' establishment of the 

principles of development communicatibri i/ill mein an end to the freedom* to 

collect first hand information in the foreign cdur^tries of the world and 

that journalists will have to be content with taking a view of the world 

consistent with that of the authoritarian governments in power. 

The . pur pose of this paper is to sort through the rhetoric -of the 
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dlscusslon of development oburnallsm, attempt tS define the concept -as It 
is perceived and practiced in various countries, and finally to psesi the - 
place of development' dournalism^ in the iSntext of the four theories of ^ 
the press. 

Background of the co hflict 

Since about I97O: UNESCO hai provided the catalyst for the often -heated 
discussion of the establishment of develbpnerit communication. For its role, 
UNESCO has been attacked by the organization^ which advocate press freedom 
m the -world, e.g., ITl. lAPA, Freedom House and La Federation des EditeurS 
de Jour-ttaux et Publication ^FIEJ) . In 1976 FIEJ and IPI joined forces 
in' making a stateiaent which directly opposed any UNESCO-"move to sanction 
, state control of information (Lent, 1977. p. 22). UNESCO ^sponsored cgn- 
f erences -held in Bogota in 197^. Quit?, in 1975. San Jose Costa Rica and 
Nairobi in 1976 each added more fuel to the fire. -Even though UN^CG 
insisted that the papers presented at the Latin American .meetings 

were not official UNESCO i>5iicy, the lAPA, among others, was not con- . 
vinced. (Academy for Educational Development, Inc., p. 29) 

Recommefided at Latin American meetings of experts from Third Wbrid 
countries were such policies as, the idea that ''national communication 
policies should be the exclusive concern of the Statp, acting as it does 
.on behalf of the national community," a call for Latin American governmentB 
to pass laws which empowered government -controlled national hews agencies 
to control exclusively the dissemination of "news from outside the region 
referring to the Internai affairs of each country," the encouragement, of 
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the nationalization of all independent print and broadceLst news^ and the , 

urging of legislation permitting the arrest of cbfrespbhderits whose papers 
', __ _______ __ __ 

or hews services publish information critical of the gover-ninerits involved, 

(Lenti 1977. p. 22^ ' - • 

Mdst'^of the resolutions to come out of the Latin Americ^ conferences 

"were aimed at reducing the media dependency of the region and soQght to 

m , * . . _ .... ... . _ _ .. _ _ • 

establish policy which \Would improve news coverage of developing countries, 

(Lent, 1977 > p. 22) Whatever the motives^ the resolutions were perceived 

• ■ /i- .._...'.. . ■ . ^ . ..." 

by Western mass media and news organizations as totally alien to their 
position. In 1976 lAPA passed four resolutions condemning' UNESCO action^ • 
and Freedom House; the Washlnji^ton Post and the London Times. ^reported th^it 
"ulteSGO was being used quie-tly by the Soviet Union to curb freedom of the 
press," (Lent, 1977» P- 2$; Academy for Educational Development , Inc , , p, 
29) • The United States threatened to withdraw or not pay its dues to UNI^GO 
should the. Soviet-sponsored draft proposal presented at the Nairobi meet- 
ing be passed. Although a compromise declaration on medi a --r elated princt-. 

<l___^^_-^^l____ L "_' ^ 1 

pies was passed at the Twentieth General Gonference of UNESGG in 1970 the 
debate has continued, ' ^ ' ^ - 

Phil Harris, University of Leicester ri^iass communications scholar ^ sees 

the conflict this way: 

- ^ - - ----- _ _^ ^ 

I would suggest that the two --the; debate ah the threat — have 

become so confusingly intertwined that little or rib sense can 
now be made of the original arguments. What has happened is 
that Western commentatdrs , and .the^ Western flews media in par- 
ticular, have pontrived to cloud the issue by erecting a smoke- 
screen which is designed tcp minimize the legitimacy o^" the^ 
Third World demands in the international community. This smoke- , 
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ncrrrr hi-'i taJcen the fbrffi of positing- as a direct equaUon 
the desire by' the Third Wo^rlci ho nullify existing news^im- 
balance^and automitic fjndbi'fioiiiolit of the abandonment of ^ 
N press freedom. (Harris, p. 27/ ' - 

Because development cominunlcatlon has been defined and used i^n dlf- _ 
ferent contexts, it has been batted about . with the larger press freedom 
vs. government' control issue.' Typifying the Western position. Freedom 
House attacked UNtSGO and its stand on development jourWism. claiming 
that the UN organization exploits the goals of development through their 
defense of ^eYelopment journalism. Specifically they stated that develr 
dpment journalism ~"presupposes=^errbneously we beiieve.-that citizens of 
developing nations' cannot be trusted to exajnine competing facts or view- 
points but must hear only a single voice." {"Governmental. Gontrol of Press 
Advanced by UNESCO Conference ."' :^^edom_^Jssue (Sept/Oct.^ 1976), quoted 

by tent. 1977, P:. '22) ' • : 

In accordance with the position of Martir^ Wollacott of^ The- Guardian . 
Phil Harris expressed the Third World's view this wayi 

The Third World, as a blocj is taken to* be Incapable of self = 
regulatory freedom, not. only in the field of communications, but 
also in tfie broader functions of society. The Hestern argument 
convenlentiySabels all Third World countries witfi the same tag 
and extrapolates fromjpbvibus documented cases of suppression 
* of freedom to a geherS. indictment of the Third World as anti- ^ 
democratic' arid urif ree . (Harris, p. 28) ~ 

Th e Policy and Practice of- Developm ent Communic ation 

At this point it is useful to examine the communication policies of 

some bf the.develbping countries invoived in this dispute tb determine 

the philosbphy and the nattire. of development journalisirt/cqmmunicatl'^n in 



Aise tbday. " } \ 



• Following China* s i6adj intejhtibnally or not. In the lirking of the 



mass media arid interpersonal channels with econcymic development pbliciec*- 
leading Philippine journalists are generally credited with coining the 
tOTm, development jour nalism/comraunication. Alan Ghalkley, Juan' Mercado , 
and Erskinfe Ghilders, working with the Philippinq. Press institute . began 
as early as the mid-6b's tb conduct development-oriented ieminars and to 
encburkge the Philippine news service to report news about development^. 
^ (Lent,, 1977. p. 17; Quebraf, 1975. P. 1^5) Later- Ghanchal Sarkai-, director 
^ of the Press -Institute in India, Amltabha -<]hbwdhury, head'of IPI*e Aiian 
'program and bthers, recognizing thfe importance of the role of communica- 
tion in promoting development, formed the Press Foundation bf Asia in 
1967. - The PFA, Which was funded jointly by Asian newspapers' and the Ford 
Foundation has as its goal the promotion of deveio^ent journalism. Lent , 
says that the term was coined in 1 968 following 5bmpletion of the first 
long-term training program for ecbribmics writers. (Lent, p. I7) 

The^ approach of this now jdurnalis,m which serves the interests of 
countries throughout ^^the Region, is to cbverf news -"that refiedted social 
relevance and underlined a sense of commitment bf Asian journalists to 
economic develbpment in the broadest sense of the term." (Ali, p. I9I) 
Ali, .chief executive of the PPA and Kdi tor-in-chief of DEFTHnews, an Asian 
feature service, claims that the credibility of the PFA is "based on pro- 
fessionalism, objectivity, and total indopend5n5e from any^overniaent br 
bureaucratic control and influence^ (All , p. I93) * 

From the beginning at least, development journalism was seen as a 
■ new responsibility 'f o^ Asian reporters and editors . The development 
journalist -s relationship with his gbverrmerit .was, if anything, an ad- 



versary one. Rhere the jouinailst offered criticism of development plarin. 
arid the exercise of such plane. ■. 

; Narinder AgRaxwaia._ the Regional Information Officer for Asia and 
the Pacific for- "the UK Development program, agrees with this^ approach to 
development journaliGm. In several statempntri Aggarwala has pointed out 
that development news shbuld not be equated with ^ovor^nt CQ,ntrolled ^ews 
-an^tnformatlor^hand-buts, rather it should be looked upon as a new form • 
of investigative reporting. (AggaiWala. 1978. p. 200) The jouina:ist's 



job on a development newsbeat is t<5" critically examine, evaluate and report 
the relevance of a developmerit project to natlfonal and local needs, the 
difference between a planhed scheme arid its actual implementation, and the 

— 4 .. .... 

differences: between its impact on people ai-. claimed by governi^erft officials- ' 
and' as it actually is;" (Aggarwala. 1'979. p. IBl) 

if the Journalist' takes .oh the job th^ the PFA and Aggarwala haVe 
butliHcd, the 30b will be very difficult. Fax £rom being a, mouthpiece for 
government propaganda, the journalist would fulfill the watchdog role of 
the press i^he truest sense. This approach to development journalism 
would also require that governments be willing to support a press system 

which will be so openly critical. , . - ^ 

* - -- - \ - - - ^ - - - . -- ---- ^ 

In the cxcrciGo of development journalism many Asian writers and 

most governments have taken a difforerit meaning for the concept. Some- 
times caiiod "development siupport communications," this form accepts the 
media as a tool for develbpmont. ^Fhe development plan is pre-determined * 
usually through one or more government agencies and the job of the ^.^ces^s is 
to asslst"^n achieving some local or national, social or economic goal. 

■.A = ■■ ■ ■ 



\0 . ■ ■ . . - . _ 

I' rider this system mojly gdverninents have entablishod dcvelopmr^nt support 



Cdrnmunicatidns bureaus under ministries of information and planning i 
(International Goramissibn for the Study of Communication Problems, Report 
#28, p. 11) ■ ■ . 

This is the current meaning of dnveiopment journalism as it Is priac- 

' tjced in the Phi?:tpptnes , India, ,Guyana, Indonesia, and Tanzania, anion^ 
others. Because the Philippines is the birthplaco of df velopinent communi- 
cations it is interesting tb observe how it i.s viewed in their total , com- 
muhicatlbns program. 

Dev^lbpmf. lit commuriicatibhs may ^ be said tb begin in the university. 

^•The University of the Philippines at Lbs Bancs established the Departmtint 
of Devfelopmijnt Gommunicatiorls in the College of Agriculture as the first 
of sits kind in 1973.* . (Quebrai, i975b, p. t97) Offering both undergraduat 
and master's degrees , the university trains , persons to assist in' com- ; 



munlcaiing the government policies of a^icultural deveiopmient •* 

Iri A^^fe-vPhilippines" context, developmeht communication is defined 
by Nor^rQi^JtauL i chairman of the Develbpmeht tCommuriicatiohs Department ^ 
as the'" . arir ^d science bf human cbmmuriication applied tb the speedy trans 
f brmaiibp^p^ cbuntry arid the mass bf its peb^e frbih pbyerty tb a dyijami 
state c5f edonomic growth that makes possible greater sbcial equality arid 
the larger fulfillment of human potential." (Quebral, 1975a, p. 2) 
Or as Erskine Ghiiders has defined it| "development ^support communications 
is- a discipline . in development p£scnn±ftg and implementation in' which more 
adequate account is taken of human behavioural factors in the design of 

_ - [ * 1 ''' . L . ~. [ .....ill . 1 . __1 

develojpraerit pro jects and their "objectives (Ghiiders^ 1976 » p. 87) 
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Both Childcrs' and <^Uf>brai stroos that cbmmurilcatlbh for dfivolbpment 
is not cdnYlnf?d to 'thf> fiiass ;Tnod4a channels but Includes ariy arid ^all offectiyci 
means of eommupcatton--tntf?rpersonal face- Lo-face , nmall ^dUp, the Hta?rq| 
play, a picture, of even a blllbbaLrd. Th^ most impbrtant featiire of devel- 
opment conununlcatlons Phllippiries-sbyle 1g that the government is the ''chief - 
designer and admlhlstrator' of the mtintcr (development) plan.'" (Quebrai , . ^ 
1975ai p, 5) Dcvelbpmcht cbmmunicatidn in this system then is ptrrposlvei 
persuasive^ gbal-dlrrcted, audlenc^^-oriented, and intervontiontst by nature. 



The Indian model is similar to that of ' the Fhiiippines, Slncr the 
private sector in India is seen neither to have the means nor £he incli- t 
nation to promote devoiopmont through the niciss media, the government ha.s 
taken the lead. Government leadership Is defended becausa bf the two cen- 
tury lag between India and the developed wbrld. It is thought ..that gov- 

» - - - — — _ _ _ . '■ ,^ 

ernmental control of communications for development will provide the most 



efficient way to catch up. 



In India as in many. Latin American countries-^, the gbverriment radib 



and television compete with the private sector's film and news paper ^,"^^th 
central and state governments ''operate field publicity units fbr prbMb^ng 
natibhcil unity and socisLl refbrm^ a^icultural iniprbyemerit and faiiiily plan^ 

;. I, _ _ _ " _ _ _ _ 

qing, in fact all development purpbsesT^* (Raghawan.j p . 3) 

Develbpferit support communication In India, as in the Philippines, 
strives to inform, educate and motivate the people to participate in the 
growth process. (Ragha^an, p. 3) ^ . • . 

Tanzania,* 6 Nyerere sees development support communication as pro- : 
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viding tho frf:*:ddm for t.hc pf^bplf' lb c1i:..(;uf.i; 1;;:.u.:. and dccldff oh isolu- 

___ _ - . .. . ^ 

tiqns to. probloms within the; frajhowork of thr; prlnclpler, of j^oclallsm. ' • 

(Mitten, p. 36) An HoGomary Hightor put iti **Thv undbrlyii^ assumption 
iti that deveibpmcni is by way of idoolof^y , that :idcial'lr>m^ah(i dnvolbpin<^nt ♦ 
'.arb coterminous." (Highter, p, 18?) Information- then, is used to sup}>brt 
development goals as part of a total devolopSf^nt package in Tanzania and • 
in other cbuhtries with government-planned and guided communications 
prdgrams, 

. When 'Leonard Sussman^ diroctbr of fYeedom Hougo, refnrs to develop- 

-. , .... , , .. f 

ment support communicatibri, he calls thin government controllr-d form of 
communications ''developmental jbiirnalism" as opposed to the rnore critical 
independent form (as described by Aggarwala) which Sussmeiri labels ''devel- 
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opmeht journalisi^'^ Sussman says that most Third Wbrjd cbuntries share 

the notion that developmental journalism is a ''useful concept tb assure 

.* 

the availabi.i4.ty of mass communications for moMlizational or iiitegrationai 

purposes. He draws the parallel between propaganda and the use of devel- 

- - - - . ■ ■ 

bpmehtal journalism. j ' > 

Whether it is called development support communications or devel- 
opmental journalism, there is the distinct danger that.this philosophy 
of communications will take the fbrm bf "government say-so" journalism 

and that countries which control th^eir internal communications in this 

... : ^ - ' - -{ : \-- ' ' ' - ^-^ - ' ' 

way will also be tempted to control communicitibn flbw iritb arid but of the 

country. One author observes that the media in the Philippines are fbr-^: ' 

' ' ' ^ ' * \ . >* 

bidden, tb criticize- the president or his family, the military and the/'' --r 

policies bf government. The Pliilipptne Council for ftrint /Media denounced " 
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the country's preun as one of tho most corrupt^lri the world. Amitabha 

ehSwdhuryTone of the oriRinatori of the development journalism concept 

said that ho relrets having been involved in the coining of the term 

because of the attempts bv Rovernm-.nts to remould citizens in the name 
*" ■ . 

of development journalism : (Rl^^htcr, p. 192) 

Rosemary Hlphte? Koej; so far L to cliim that the original concept- - 
uallzation and practice of development journalism by the PFA has led to 

its downfall 1 • ^^-^ 

Its (development journali^^m' s) - Successes alerted gbvernSents 
to tho Importance of economic -and social reporting— and its 
potential usefulness, if systematically applied to mobilizing - 
mass support behind government policies . ^ Intended to ^enlarge 
the krea of free debate; the concept has been taken over -by, - 
govei;hmeritS. extended to cover all communicatibns and Integra- 
ted into an official variant of new journalism. ' (p. 189) 
Ih npite of Chowdhury's regrets, he states that even though develop- 
mint journalism ha.s often been used in authoritarian contexts, it can serve 

*. . w _ . 

a useful. purpose in the Third World without the media. becoming a servant 
.of thi gOYernment. Ghelton Gunafatne agrees that the media need rtot-be 
'subservient to governme^it In the practice of development jOAirnalism. Al- 
though Gunaratne notes that Third World gbverhmcnts are often reluctant 
to choose between a s55ially responsible press which functions indSpen- . 
d-ntly.and one Which is controlled by an authoritarian power, the practice 
of deveiopmeht journalism ' is pi^rfpctly 90mpatible with the social respond 

sibility theory of the press., . , '- ■ ' '- "■ 

ekilihg for a"bottbm up" approach to assessing the Content Heeds cf , 
miss comiriunlcUllns. Gunaratne,- s^thoiights are - c tb those of |v.erett - 
Rogers' whon Rogers writes about the, use' of cbmmuriiGation for Self-devel-. 
Opment ; ; " . . • ' '* - . 



The self -develbpmeht 'approaLch rr^quires that the mass media take 
bri specific tasks in thf df;velopmf>ht prbcoss, Koquonts for chahf^r aro 
made at the local level and the mass media aro exp<^^cted to providf- "tech- 
. nical information about development problems and possibilities and about 
appropriate imidvatidns'' in response to these local needs. (Rogers, p. 233) 
The bottom-up approach is not necessarily inconsistent with the develop- 
ment ^upjKJrt communications conciBpt assuming individual gbvorhiriehts form- 
ulate development plans which account for the expressed needs of thp com- 
mu(i±ty. More likely, however, ^^pvernments decide what is good for the 
people and estabit^h poiicie^s without- local input. Fpr that matter, 

the private press in a developing country could independently take on the 

_ --IF - ■ - . uzz -::z z • 

task of providing dovelopmoht support cbmmunicationG ; tHe S-uthor knows 

of hb such system, hbwever. - 
Strong support fbr the use of development support communications is 
made in the final report of the Uriescb International Commission for thn 
otudy of Communication Problrms. Although th<^ Cbmmipsicri never describes 
the nature of the relationship between press ^arld government under such a 
system, it implies that the two will cooperate in the prbmbtibh of devel- 
opment programs. The report statesi 

We recommend communications b'> no. longer regarded- merely as an 
incidental service and its development i^ft to .chance. Recog- 
nitibri bf its potential warrents the formulation by ail nations, 
arid particularly developing countries, of comj)rehf;h^ivp commu- 
nicatibn policies: linked to overall social, cultural, economic, 
and political gbaJr.. (p. U) 
And later: . 

We recommend that the cbmmuriicatibri cbmpbheht in all deyelbp- 
ment projects should receive adequate financing. Sb-called 
"development support cdmmunicatibnn" ar(; fssential fbr mbbil- - 
izing initiatives and providing infbrmatibn required for action 



: in all fields of develdprherit — agriculture, health arid "fam- 

ily planning^ education^ industry arid so bri, (p, 7) 

Whether a develbpmerit support cbmrniiriicatibris philbsbphy -is addp^ted 

- • : N^- 

by a gbverriitierit as thie Cdirirriissidri recdmiriends , or, the media choose to talc^ . 

it on themselves to write development news as Aggarwaia defines it, news 

value mast necessarily take on a new definition. Several sources refer 

to this change as from focusing on events of an unusual or- exceptional 

nature to° concentrating on the process of riews, e,g,, hunger is a prbcess^ 

a hunger strike is an event. (Interriatibrial CbTnmissicri fbr the Study bf 

Cbiranuriicatibn Problems; Report Pll\ Academy fbr Educatiorial Develbpmerit, 

Inc. , pp. 18-21) . : 

Elie Abel, iri writirig fbr the Triterriatidrial Corrirriissidri fdr the Study 

_ _ _ : _ _ _ I 

of Communication Problems, argues that the process approach td news is 

irripbrtarit, but fhis type bf riews falls iritd the sdft news ca^egdry. As 

soft news, develdprriGrit j duirrialism. will still need td meet the tests of 

tiineliriess, wide interest, usefulness, freshness and unusualness. Abel 

claims that soft news relating to development will not replace the demand 

for hard news by foreign correspondenj^" and their audiences. (Abel, p. 5) 

Involved in some discussions of^ news value is a treatment of the need 
for accountability on the part bf the press. Tharbor, speakirig at the 
F4.etcher Forum stated that the establ ishrrierit bf the riew irifdrrnatidri order 
is 'impdrtarit td insuro accdUfitability in some forrri. (International Commis- 
sion for the Study of Communication Problems, Report //II) 

The rulers of <tcveioping countries will in tarn be held accountable 
by a "vigiient and informed pubiic opinion" says Indian journalist Verghese 
(B.C. Verghese, p. 1) The press may he accoantahie to the society it 
serves under either an independent or government controlled system bat 
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the press cart never hold the government accountable under a development 
support communications plan where the press is owned and operated by the 
government. ' 
A Fifth Theory? ^ 

Sbrael have described development j ournaiism in the context of a new 
theory--a fifth theory of the press, maintaining that the position of 
developing countries is such that journalists have never experienced 



quite the same relationships with their societies before. In describ- 
ing the four theories of the press, Siebert et al . take as their thesis 

"the press has always taken on the form and coloration of the social 

_ - ■ - - - - -_ Iz . ]}:A 

and political structures within which it pperates." The question for 

- - _ - - . ' {- \ - -- - ■ 

development journalism is wf^ether this is newj form or forms or Just 

a variation on the traditional four theories, (p. 1) 

Clearly the terrn devielbpmerit j c5urhalism/communic^tibn has at least 
two conceptual meanings. Vmen it is Used , as development support com-^ 
munica^ion, the concept refers to the communication process Used only 
to serve the development goals of the government in power. DevGldpment 
journalism defined to mean the critical examination, evaluation and 
report of the relevance, enactment and .impact of development programs, 
demands that the mass media be independent of government. 

In the development sUppbrt communicatibn context, the authoritar- 
ian press thebry is bperative. Lent has summarized the rationale given 
for government cbntrbl bf develbpmeht communication this way: 
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Because Third World nations ^are newly emergent ^ they iieed 
' time to develop their institutions • During this initial 

- period of growth, stability and unity must be sought; c*riti- . 

cisTh must be minimised and the public faith in gbvernirierital 
institutions-andpoiicies must be encouraged- Media must 
cooperate,^- according to this guided press concept, by stres- 
sing positive, development-inspired nev7S , by ignoring nega- 
tive societal or oppositionist characteristics and by - 
supporting governmental ideologies and plans, (Lent, 1977, p. 18) 

This philosophy is not fundamentally different from the authoritarian 

view th^t truth is a quality vested in the state and the state supercedes 

' the individual who, in turn^ is dependent rpn the state for achieving 

----- . li 

advanced civilization. ^ - . i 

Development j ournalism _wheii defined as evaluative and critical of 

government development' programs , is more consistent with the^sC^ial respon^ 

' ^ ' _ __ _ _ _ , \ 

sibility theory of the press The Hutchins eoirani^sion arguec^- thais the 

"agencies of mass -cdmmunicatlon -are -an educational instrument ; perhaps 
the most powerful there is; and they must assume a responsibility like 
that of educators rin stating and clarifying the ideals toward which the 
cotranunity should strive." (p. 5) The Commission also pointed out that 
because the ownership of the press was becoming- more and more concentrated 
in the U.S. , and thereby acquiring more power, there was a need for the 
press to either place control on themselves or be controlled by government. 
If neither of these forms of control were feasiblein a democracy the gbv- 
erhment might provide an alternative system of conmiunications . 

Aggarwala has called for this control to be placed on the^ media by 
the journalists theirlsGlvIs in his description of' development cbnununicatibris . 
Many Latin American and Asian countries are set up for the "alternative 
system" as both government and private ownership exist side by side. 
Whatever the ownership pattern the social responsibility theory is adapta- 
ble' to" the press taking on the task of reporting the progress and failure ; 

1 

o I 
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of develbpmeht programs. 

A<:cbuhtability is mentioned by Both the Hutchins Commission and 

. t 

the propdnants of development journalism. The Commissibh statecli- that 
the pres "must be accountable to society for meeting the public need and 
for maintaining the rights of citizens and the almost forgotten rights 
of speakers who have no press." (p. 18) Who could be more forgot ton and 
have less voice than' the illiterate rural peoples of the developing 
world. 

A fifth theory of the press; ,1 think riot. D^eperidirig on one's 
definition of this I'new" concept, development jdurrialism belbrigs either 
to the authoritarian or the social responsibility theory of the press. ' 
It Is Just another e'xample of new wine in old bottles. 

And what about the fear and the rhetoric? As long as governments 
arid mass media representatives fail to reveal their actual motives in 
the debate, as Idrtg as neither side is vrillirig to give a little to the 
needs and concerns of the opposiffg grdup, then little prdgress will be 
■made in achieving a more balanced flow of information or in bringing the 
news of development to the deprived peoples of the world. 
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Fob trio t es i> 

i 

i: ' - 

1972 marked the begirinirig of martial law urider Marcos in the Phili- 
ppines. 

1. _ -Short^ly before the establishrnerit of martial law, the Marcos govern- 
ment- took-control of -some commercially operated newspapers ^and broad- 
casting stations* -After- September of 1972 thegovernment virtually "wiped 
out the__entire news raedia_of _ the .Philippines, - except for - the pro-Marcos 

Daily Express , kanaiaon. Eroadcasting^ _and_a few- other - supporters . 

^ohn tent. "The_ Philippines; " in tent; ed'* Broadca'sting^in Asia" arid th e 
Pacific:. A Continental Survey of Radio. and Television. Philadelphia : 
Temple Univ. Press ^^1978, p. 179. . - _ 

Although broadcast outlets and newspapers have retained private owner- 
ship, the media today are subject to government control under the Depart- 
ment of Public Information. (See: E. 'San Juan, Jr. "Marcos and the Media 
index on: Censorship , 7, 3 (May/June, 1978) 'pp. 39-47. 
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